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Jones and his team took on the daunting task of creating this year’s 
New American Home for the National Association of Home 
Builders’ International Builders’ Show in Las Vegas. His father’s 

company, Merlin Contracting, had built the previous one in 2004, 
but declined the opportunity this year. However, his son was eager 
to take on the task. Complementing the architectural and structural 
aspects of the home provided by Blue Heron was an interior design 
team from Robb & Stucky, led by Lee Lundquist. >>>

Many people quote KerMit the Frog,  

“It’s not easy beIng green,” 
especially when it coMes to luxury 

hoMes. But tyler Jones, one oF the 

Founders oF local developer Blue 

heron, would Beg to diFFer.

eco-
by cindi r. maciolek

Water elements like this negative edge pool 
contribute to the tranquil atmosphere at the 
New American Home. Photo by John Wagner  
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The New American Home provides 
a showcase of new products for home 
production and renovation from a variety of 
vendors. As a result, it presents a glimpse of 
the eco-friendly lifestyle the not-so-distant 
future has in store for us. And, in this particular 
case, it also serves as a model for Blue Heron’s 
14-custom home Marquis neighborhood on 
Tomiyasu Lane.

Green building practices were key to the 
development of the New American Home. 
It’s built to the gold standard of the National 
Association of Home Builders criteria. The 
U.S. Department of Energy estimates that 
the home is 76 percent more efficient than 
the Building America benchmark, and will 
monitor that via sensors placed throughout 
the home for the next two years.

The intelligent floor plan utilizes every 

square inch of space in just under 9,000 
square feet on a half-acre lot. The four-story 
house sports four bedrooms (a luxurious 
master suite, a hotel suite, and two additional 
ensuite bedrooms), an office, nine bathrooms, 
a billiard room, a great room, a hobby 
room, two laundry rooms, a media room, a 
rejuvenation room, an elevator, a sky deck 
and eight food and beverage areas (gourmet 
kitchen, prep kitchen, wet bar, full bar, 
wine cellar, sky deck beverage service, mini 
kitchen in master bedroom, and a full outdoor 
kitchen) and much, much more. 

Still, beyond a great floor plan and location, 
the New American Home speaks to four core 
principles that determine our relationship 
with our most important asset. Luxury. 
Ingenuity. Functionality. Environment. The 
New American Home is all about LIFE.

Luxury
Walking up the steps and through the 

entrance gate that symbolically transports you 
from the hectic world outside to a land of peace 
and tranquility, you already believe this is an 
extraordinary home. As you peek through the 
front door, your vision is channeled directly 
through to the backyard waterfall, and your 
thoughts are torn between “What an exquisite 
work of art” and “I’m finally home.”

You may also be thinking, “Wow! A half 
acre lot with no lawn!” But, I guarantee, you 
won’t miss it. Designed with a nod to both 
Frank Lloyd Wright and The Rat Pack, this is  
an entertainment lovers’ paradise, even if the 
only people you’re entertaining are yourselves.

“The architectural design of a home affects 
your lifestyle,” said Jones. “With this house, 
you’ll definitely spend more time outside, or 

ECO-FABULOUS

“good archItecture doesn’t cost any More than  
   poor archItecture, But it deFinitely  
      MaKes a diFFerence in your liFe.”

All the Marquis homes are available turnkey, with interior 
design and furnishings provided by Robb & Stucky, as shown 

in the home’s master suite. Photo by John Wagner 
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The actual structure of the New American Home 
is another environmental advantage. It uses a 
method whereby concrete is poured between 

Styrofoam forms, creating Lego-like blocks that 
fit together to create the structure. This style 

of construction provides walls nearly 12 inches 
thick that are fire proof, termite proof and mold 

proof and provide insulation much higher than 
traditional methods. Photo by Jim Decker
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Designed by Robb & Stucky Interiors, the dining room of The New American 
Home features an African black walnut dining table by Central Station Original 
Interiors paired with dining chairs by Century and Designmaster. The room was 
created as a stand-alone statement area of the home, yet it’s versatile enough 
to blend with and enhance the adjacent outdoor dining courtyard.
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indoors with the doors open. You’ll be happier, 
healthier, more relaxed, and have a greater 
peace of mind. Good architecture doesn’t 
cost any more than poor architecture, but it 
definitely makes a difference in your life.”

The New American Home guarantees 
you will want for nothing. This desert 
contemporary provides a vast array of visual, 
audio and spiritual sensations to satisfy even 
the most discriminating home owner. 

Travertine floors, Brazilian cherry wood 
stairs, Viking appliances, Kohler plumbing, 11 
video screens, a pool, a spa, and a tub in the 
master that soothes you through light and water 
– after it fills from a ceiling spigot – the list 
goes on and on. Luxury abounds every where 
you turn in this house.

Water elements contribute to the tranquil 
atmosphere. A two-story water wall with a fire 
feature teases you from the foyer balcony, but 
is more fully appreciated from the lower level.  
The koi pond off the master bedroom maintains 
the Zen feeling, leading to the spa which 
overflows with waterfalls. And, the dining 
courtyard sets the tone for a peaceful dinner.

All the Marquis homes are available turnkey, 
with interior design and furnishings provided 
by Robb & Stucky. “In this particular home, we 
went with a cleaner more sophisticated aesthetic 
than the recent Tuscan trend,” said Lundquist. 
“It’s so refreshing to go in this direction. You can 
do luxury without being in-your-face opulent. 
We’ve also shown that you can be luxurious 
and environmentally responsible.”
IngEnuIty

If you’re the type of person who enjoys 
closing the garage door from your cell phone 
on the beach in Barbados, then this house is 
for you.

Now, a smart home shouldn’t be more 
intelligent than the user, but Microsoft’s 
Windows Media Center takes the smart 
home to the next level. Screens throughout 
the house allow you to create the perfect 

mood with the touch of a finger, adjust the 
temperature and lighting, open and close 
doors, check the security cameras and even 
get an extended local forecast. Functions can 

also be performed from a cell phone or PDA.
Seven Xboxes are hooked into the system 

to stream video throughout the home. You can 
opt to have all screens play the same video, 
or vary viewing choices from room to room. 
Music is another option, so if your favorite 
team or movie isn’t on, you can treat your 
senses to the audio of your choice. 

The downstairs media room converts to 
a screening room with a touch of a button, 
surrounding the area with blackout draperies. 
Here, the look is decidedly Rat Pack – white 
drapes instead of conventional heavy velvet 
ones, and a sofa that’s a replica of one from 
the Perry Mason television series.

The negative edge pool was another 
challenging innovation incorporated into 
the home, providing a water element at the 
same height as the pool deck. If everyone is 
in the pool, the water level can be adjusted 

so as not to overflow its surroundings. In the 
still of the night, it offers a reflective quality, 
mirroring the rejuvenation room and the full 
moon, too.
FunCtIOnaLIty

Once you’ve closed the front door to the 
world outside, you’ll open the automated 
vanishing wall from the great room to your own 
private backyard paradise. The indoor-outdoor 
dynamic is built around a number of gathering 
areas, to be utilized as the moment dictates.

Two conversation areas comfortably fit in 
the great room, one focused on the exquisitely 
tiled fireplace. An overflow crowd can head 
up to the game room which overlooks the 
great room. And, outside, numerous options 
abound. A fire pit provides cozy seating, a 
dining table feeds a large crowd and others 
can swim up to the bar from the pool.

The rejuvenation room off the master 
bedroom seems to float in the pool, offering 
a place to meditate, have a massage, or simply 
sip a glass of wine. The doors here disappear as 
well, providing your own private cabana. 

Just past the koi pond, beyond the 
rejuvenation room, relaxation is complete 
with your own personal gazebo housing an 
outdoor lounging bed.

Indoors, happiness lies in the media room. 
Watch TV, play video games, or screen a 
movie. Drinks are provided in the large bar, 
or a quick jaunt to the wine cellar will tempt 
your taste buds with your favorite vintage.

The hobby room, just off the garage, is 
more than just a laundry room. It houses a 
gift wrap center, a scrapbooking area, even a 
dog wash. And, there’s another laundry room 
accessible from the master bedroom closet.

To get away from it all, take the elevator 
to the sky deck, a signature architectural 
element of Blue Heron designs. The two-tier 
deck provides unlimited views of the Strip, as 
well as a covered seating area where you can 
enjoy your cigar in peace. 

“regardless oF where you stand,  
  this hoMe proves that you can Be  
 kInd to the earth and still happily  
     reside in the lap of luxury.”

Photo by Jim K. Decker
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Just past the backyard koi pond, relaxation is 
complete with your own personal gazebo housing 
an outdoor lounging bed. Photo by Jim K. Decker
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4555 S. Fort Apache Rd., Ste. 142
451.9260

www.massagenirvana.com
BL #2000104.521

ALSO OFFERING:
Amenities

®

Gi� Certi�cates & Packages Available

Not because you need it...
You Deserve It!

Don’t forget the most
important woman in your life

this Mother’s Day

Introductory*
1 Hour Massage

$44.00
1 Hour consists of 50 minute

massage/10 minute consultation.

Introductory*
1 Hour Massage & 1 Hour Facial

$99.00
*Introductory o�er good on �rst visit only.

ECO-FABULOUS

EnvIrOnmEnt
One of the beauties of the New American Home is its minimal 

impact on the environment, and that includes location. The Marquis 
development is an in-fill community, vacant land in an area already built 
up, yet too small for most builders. However, Blue Heron is able to offer 
half-acre lots just 10-15 minutes from all the action of the Strip.

“In-fills are a very positive environmental approach,” said Jones. 
“People are closer to their work, to shopping, to restaurants, and we’re 
not pushing the boundaries of the city. We’re able to utilize the existing 
grid. In actuality, we’re looking at higher density housing in the future, 
but this particular development offers the best of several worlds.”

Of course, the first is location. Besides its proximity to the Strip, the 
homes back up to the 325-acre Sunset Park, an oasis in the desert. No 
worries about a new development springing up and blocking your views.

As for the new green technology, Jones says there’s definitely a learning 
curve. However, once you’re past that, it’s easy to implement across all 
units. “Blue Heron is all about innovation, so from our perspective, we felt 
this entire project was a good fit,” added Jones. “Now all that we’ve learned 
will be utilized in the other homes we build here in Marquis.”

The most obvious option for desert living is photovoltaics. While 
most homeowners associations worry about their unsightliness, the New 
American Home provides a solution. A deck covering in the back yard 
offers discreetly placed solar panels. A dual-metering system means that 
the house feeds electricity into the grid during the day, building up credits 
it can access during the night and peak use. In essence, it’s a net-zero home, 
producing its own electrical needs over the course of the year rather than 
being an energy drainer typical of most homes this size. 

The actual structure of the house is another environmental advantage. 
It uses a method whereby concrete is poured between Styrofoam forms, 
creating Lego-like blocks that fit together to create the structure. This 
style of construction provides walls nearly 12 inches thick that are fire 
proof, termite proof and mold proof and provide insulation much higher 
than traditional methods.

Photo by John Wagner
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www.chip-n-daleslandscaping.com
Work Guaranteed For 1 Year

Transforming your home into the environment of your dreams.

C10A,B Landscaping License #42452 Limit $450,000 • C-18 Masonry License #57381 Limit $250,000 
A-22 Waterfalls/Fountains License #55903 Limit $25,000 • Licensed, Bonded & Insured

655.9745
WHEN QUALITY COUNTS

Financing Available

KRAV MAGA LAS VEGAS
7035 W. Sahara Ave. Suite 500

Las Vegas, NV 89117
702.240.5166

www.lasvegaskravmaga.com

Krav Maga emphasizes easy-to- 
learn techniques that have been 
battle-tested in real, life threatening 
confrontations.

Krav Maga is a street-oriented self 
defense program that’s favored 
by federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies across the 
United States. 

The system also has a broad-based 
appeal because of its simple, no-
nonsense approach to personal 
safety. The system is characterized 
by a logical and coherent approach 
to self defense that enables one 
to achieve a relatively high level of 
proficiency within a short period of 
instruction. In fact, Krav Maga is 
the ideal self defense system for 
men, women, and children of all 
ages and physical abilities.

According to medical doctors, 
chiropractors, and fitness experts, 
Krav Maga training provides a 
tremendous full-body workout. 
Krav Maga can help increase one’s 
stamina, flexibility, upper-body 
and lower-body strength.

SELF DEFENSE 
COMBAT FIGHTING 
PHYSICAL FITNESS 
FOR MEN, WOMEN 
& CHILDREN

Practical self defense for 
an impractical world

Call today for your free lesson
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The ecovaire heating and cooling system from Aisin, a Toyota Group company, has been in use 
in Japan for over 20 years. This particular version has been adapted for our desert climate, and 
for homes larger than 3,000 square feet. Instead of a typical electrical air conditioner, the entire 
system is powered by natural gas. It operates more efficiently than systems we’re used to, and this 
sizeable home only requires two compressors versus a usual eight.

Hot water heaters can be an energy drain in a large home. However, in the New American 
Home, when you step into the bathroom, sensors activate the four Rinnai tankless water 
heaters, so your hot shower is ready when you are. 

Over half of the lights in the house are either LED or compact fluorescents, again, helping 
to reduce energy consumption. In addition to an eye toward home and window placement, a 
motorized shade helps block the sun in the heat of the day. 

We don’t get a lot of rain in this town, but a 1,500-gallon cistern captures the runoff from 
the roof as well as directly through grates in the ground. The water is used first for landscaping, 
before it taps into the city water system.

The interior air quality is better simply because of the low volatile organic compound 
(VOC) paints used throughout the dwelling. 

Recycling is always a big part of environmentally-friendly, and this house shows us how easy 
it is to do it with taste. The floors in the office are repurposed from a barn in China, and the bed 
in the master bedroom is reclaimed wood from Brazil. Even the velvet sofas in the great room 
are made from recycled velvet scraps. Being good never felt so fine.

“As a designer, you’re used to being creative, and looking at elements that might not necessarily 
fit together,” said Lundquist. “Here, we had particularly stringent criteria, and it forced us to think 
outside the box. We’re excited that people want to live in this eco-luxe home.”

According to Jones, six of the 14 lots in Marquis have already sold, and they expect the 
development to be complete by the end of 2010. While the New American Home serves as a 
model for the Marquis development, each home is custom designed for the resident, ranging in 
size from 4,700 to 10,000 square feet, and $1.1 million to $4.5 million.

We’ve all debated the cause and effect, the pros and cons of global warming, carbon footprints, 
recycling and other environmental issues over the years. Regardless of where you stand, this home 
proves that you can be kind to the Earth and still happily reside in the lap of luxury.

Sorry, Kermit. It is easy being green! q

There are plenty of lounging spaces to be explored 
and utilized throughout Blue Heron’s contemporary 

desert home. This one is stationed just outside the 
wine cellar. Photo by Jim K. Decker


